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Ramesh
footinmo

By Kavita Chowdhury in New Delhi

. ENVIRONMENT minister Jairam Ramesh
" on Monday stirred another controversy by.
lashing out at the quality of teachers and
research work in the nation’s premier insti-

tutes — the IITs and IIMs.

Ramesh, an ex-IITian, earned no friends by
putting his cabinet colleague and HRD minister
Kapil Sibal in a corner with his critique of the
two prestigious institutions. His criticism comes
at a time when the government is already under
pressure to invite and retain quality teachers.

Though Sibal refused to comment on the issue,
Ramesh’s comments have invited a flurry of angry
responses from IIT directors who sald Ramesh did

not know what he was talking about.
Ramesh was speaking on the sidelines of
a function on biodiversity. He told
reporters that his ministry in a joint ven-
ture with Reliance Industries Limited was
setting up a national centre for marine blo-
diversity in Jamnagar. When questioned
why it was being done in collaboration
with private players, Ramesh made an out-
rageous observation: “The decision was
taken because a world-class research cen-
tre cannot be built in a governmental set-
up and can never attract young people.”
Ironically, while he attacked govern-
ment educational institutions, the jour-
:mlists argued that mostto‘r the quality
i nstitutes are

1 and mar 1\

IIT-1IM directors lash back
at Ramesh Inanger -

government-run, prime examples being
the II'Ts and the IIMs. To this, Ramesh
satd the IITs and the IIMs were actually
not as good as they are belleved to be.

“There is hardly any worthwhile
research in our IITs. The faculty in the
IITs is not world-class. It is the students
who are world-class. So, the IITs and
IIMs are excellent because of the quality
of students not because of the quality of
research or the faculty,” Ramesh, in a
stunning condemnation of India’s presti-
gious institutes, said.

Ramesh flippantly aired his views about
the problems Sibal is trying to deal with.
The HRD ministry has also been dis-
cussing ways to creatively implement the
proposals for reforms in the 1ITs as sug-
gested by the Kakodkar committee.

Ramesh’s remark was hardly expected
to go unchallenged. Directors of the IITs
and IIMs are outraged by the minister’s
“irresponsible and false” statements.

IIT-Madras director M.S. Ananth said:
“The faculty at the IITs produces more

_research than their counterparts at MIT

uts his |
thwith

and Harvard. We publish papers only in
peer-reviewed international journals. On
an average, our faculty publishes at least
three papers annually while professors in
'US universities publish only two.”

“In fact, most of our faculty are former
students of the institutes. Any student
will testify to the teachers’ contribution;
to pretend that our students are brighter
than the faculty is misplaced,” he added.

IIM-Lucknow director Devi Singh said:
“Research output is a matter of concern
at the IIMs for some time now. But it’s
not because of our faculty. In fact we get
the best of the faculty at the IIMs, they
are at par with any in the world, We are,
however, dealing with the syndrome of
faculty shortage and resource crunch
which affects our research output, How-
ever, unlike a decade back we are produc-
ing much more research.”

Ananth pointed to the dynamics of
research in higher education institutions.
According to him, American institutions
spend 150 times more on research per
faculty member than their Indian coun-
terpart. Additionally, scientific equip-
ment cost more in India. Ultimately, the
cost of research is not much less than
that in the US.

While US institutions such as the MIT
and Harvard get large corporate endow-
ments, ITTs are mainly funded by the Cen-
tre. Research crunch is an issue that IITs
and ITMs are faced with perennially.

The IIT-Madras director agrees that
there are several factors that cripple such
institutes unlike other world-class insti-
tutions and Ivy league universities.

An IIT director, who did not wish to be
named, said; “A private university head
has the freedom to appoint a teacher if
the candidate is an exceptional bright
person, But in a government set-up like
ours, I'll have to justify myself.”

Jalram Ramesh sald the IITs and 1IMs are excellent
because of the quality of students and not because
of the quallty of research or the teachers.
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Jairam lashes
out at IIT
research; praises
students

Press Trust of India

New Delhi, May 23
The Environment Minister,
Mr Jairam Ramesh, today
criticised the faculty of the
prestigious IITs and IIMs,
saying these educational in-
stitutions are “not world-
class” but are “excellent” be-
cause of the quality of
students. . .

QUALITY OF STUDENTS
“There is hardly any worth-
while research from our HTs.
The faculty in the IIT is not
world class. It is the students
in ITTs who are world class.
So the IITs and ITMs are ex-
cellent because of the quality
of students not because of
quality of research or facul-
ty,” Mr Ramesh, who is him-
self an alumni of
IIT-Mumbai, told reporters
on the sidelines of a function
here.

On his Ministry's decision
to have a joint venture with
Reliance Industries Ltd to set
up a National Centre for Ma-
rine Biodiversity in Jamna-
gar, he said such a decision
was taken as a world-class re-
search centre cannot be built
ina*“Governmental set up”.

PUBLIC-PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIP N

“We cannot build a world-
class research centre in a
Governmental set up. The
governmental set-up can ney-
er attract young people.

“Sowe want to think differ-
ently. We have to think differ-
ently, how we are going to
organise our research institu-
tions. And this is one way of
building PPP.

“$o I have been to Jamna-
gar and we are in a PPP mode.
We are having a joint venture
with Reliance to set up a
world-class nationa! centre
for marine biodiversity.”

Jamnagar is also the site of
India’s first marine national
park, the Minister said.

This would be anew centre
that would focus on the con-
servation of our marine biodi-
versity, Mr Ramesh said.

Mint ND 24/05/2011 P-11

Ramesh says
IiT, lIM faculty
not world class

PTI
Jeedback@livemint.com

T IIT ERYY

NEW DELHI

nvironmentminister Jairam

Ramesh, an alumnus of the
Indian Institete of Technology
(1T in Mumbai, on Monday said
the faculty of the lITs and the
Indian Institutes of Management
(liMs} is “not world dass” but
that these Institutions were
*excellent” because of the quality
of students,

Ramesh also said there was
hardly any worthwhile research
emerging from the country’s IiTs,
which are ranked among the
most prestigious universities in
the world,

*The faculty Inthe }ITs is not
world class. It is the students in
1ITs who are world dass. Sothe
1ITs and liMs are excellent
because of the quality of
students not because of quality
of research or faculty,” Ramesh
told reporters.

The outspoken minister is an
alumnus of T-Mumbai from
where he obtained his bachelor’s
in technology degree in
mechanical engineering in 1975.

On his ministry's decision to
form a joint venture with
Rellance Industries Ltd (RIL) to
set up a National Centre for
Marine Biodiversity in Jamnagar,
he said the decision was taken as
aworld-class research centre
cannotbe builtina
“governmental set-up”™ and can
never attract young people.

Asked whether there was any
conflict of interestin
collaborating with RIL the
minister safd, *Life is one large
conflict of interest.”
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1IT, IIM faculty ‘not world class’: Ramesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA - ) '
New Delhi, 23 May '

ENVIRONMENT Minister Jairam
Ramesh, an IIT alumnus himself, today
kicked up a controversy, claiming the fac-
ulty of the premier IITs and IIMs are “not

world class” but only “excellent”, because

of the quality of students. “There is hardly
any worthwhile research from our IITs.
The faculty in the ITT is not world class. It
is the students in ITTs who are world class.
So, the Indian Institute of Technology (ITTs)
and the Indian Institute of Managemeqt
(IIMs) are excellentbecause of the quali-
ty of students, not because of quality of re-

Statesman ND 24/05/2011 P-7

‘lIT faculty not world class’
' ' ‘Inability to make BSI autonomous biggest frustration’
NEW DELHI, 23 MAY: Environment minister Mr Jairam Ramesh today said

N NEW DELHI, 23
YA MAY: Union envi-
v A ronment minis-
ter Mr Jairam
Ramesh (see
photo), an T
graduate himself
o today kicked up
jJ 2 controversy by
. stating what
some in the know have maintained for 2
while now: The faculty of the premier ITTs
and IIMs are "not world class” but the insti-
tutions are “excellent hecause of the
of students”. "There is hardly any worth-
while research from our 175, The 1T faculty
is not world class. It is the students in IITs
who are world class. So the IITs and IIMs

are excellent because of the quality of stu-
dents not because of quality of research or
faculty,” Mr Ramesh said. The outspoken
minister is an alumni of IIT Mumbai from
where he obtained his B.Tech degree in
Mechanical Engineering in 1975.

On his ministry's decision to have 2 joint

1

- . Bovernment was hjs “inability”

quality.

“one of the biggest frustrations”

search or faculty,” Ramesh told reporters.

On his ministry’s decision to have ajoint
venture with Reliance Industries Lumted
to setup a National Centre for Marine-B‘lo-
diversity in Jamnagar, he said the decision
was taken as a world-class research centre
cannot be builtin a “governmental set-up”
and can never attract young people.

in his two-year stay in the UPA-II
to make Botanical Survey of India and

Loological Survey of India autonomous. He also said “maximum
resistance” in making these two prestigious institutions independent and

autonomous is coming from
“One of the biggest frustrati

the scientific community within BSI and Zsl.
ons in my two years stay in the ministry is my

Enability to give autonomous status to these two premier institutions,” he

said at Stakeholders' Cons

venture with Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) to set up a National Centre for Marine
Biodiversity in Jamnagar, he said the deci-
sion was taken as a world class research
centre cannot be built in a "governmental
set up" and can "never attract young peo-
Ple". Asked whether there was any conflict
of interest in collaborating with Reliance,
‘the minister said: "Life is one large conflict
of interest." "We cannot build a world class
research centre in 2 governmental set up. A
governmental set up can never atiract

ultations on Biodiversity for Asia and Pacific
here. “They want to have this umbilical chord with the

this umbilical chord is the chord of security,”

ministry. Because
the minister said. ptl -

young people. Never, Let us understand
.our experience in the last 60 years,
Government research institutions can never
attract young talent. So we want to think

., differendy, we have to think differently...

how we are going to organise our research -
institutions? This is one way of building

* public-private-partnership,” he added. "So I
have been to Jamnagar and we are in PPP
mode. We have z joint venture. with
Reliance to set up a world-class national
centre for marine biodiversity..." pti
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May 23: Environment min-
ister Jairam Ramesh on
Monday said one ot: his
“biggest frustrations” in
UPA 1I was his “inability” to
make Botanical Survey' of
India (BSI) and Zoological
Survey of India (ZSI)
autonomous. He said he was
facing resistance from tl?e
scientific community within
these two organisation, wl_lo
are against autonomy as will
make them accountable. The
minister, meanwhile, also

Ramesh criticises facul

PNS W NEW DELHI

They have had their differences on
the issue of Bt Brinjal in the pastand
aired it too publicly. On Monda A
Environment Minister Jairam Rames
ventured into his HRD counterpart
Kapil Sibals territory to slam the faculty
of the prestigious [TTs and IIMs, sayi g
these educational institutions are “not
world class” but arg “excellent” because
of the quality of students. Sibal react-
ed promply, saying Ramesh — being
an [ITjan — wouldg know better,

“There is hardly any worthwhile
research from our IfTs, The faculty in
the IIT is not world class. It is the stu-
dents in IITs who are world elags, So the
IITs and ITMs are excellent because of
the quality of students not because of
quality of research or faculty” Ramesh,
an alumni of IIT Mumbai, told med-
apersons on the sidelines of a function,

In a direct attack on the premier
institutions of the coun , Ramesh said,
*I doubt if they (faculty) can clear the
entrance tests themselves”

When asked about Rameshs state-
ment Sibal said in a tongue-in-cheek
manner, “I don’t know about it, Jairam
knows better, as being an IITian he has
insider knowledge about it”

Terming it a personal opinion of the
Environment Minister, Silgal admitted
that Indian educational institutions do
not figure on the list of 100 best insti-
tutions of the world. However, he
stressed on the need for analysing the
reasons behind it.

°I will continue to strive towards

Jaim Ramesh

slammed ITTs and [IMs fac-
ulty saying that these edl}ca-
tional institutions are *“not
world class” but are “excel-

lent” because of the quality
of students.

P-4

On the autonomy issue of
BSI and ZSI, Mr Ramesh
said, “One of the biggest
frustrations in my two years
stay in the ministry is my
inability to give autonomous
status to these two premier
institutions.” He  was
addressing the Stakehold-
ers’ Consultations on Biodi-
versity for Asia and Pacific
here. “If it becomes
autonomous, independent,
then it will become account-
able,” he added. ’

Mr Ramesh said his pro-
posal was that “ZSI and
BSI, which are 100 year old

Pioneer ND 24/05/2011P-5

There is hardly a e
worthwhile resea
from our IITs. The
faculty at IITs is.

world class. It is
students

?

Pputting systems in place to have world
class institutions. We would Like to have
in the coming years 10 have world class
institutions,” he said.

Ramesh and Sibal's difference of
opinion had come to the fore over the
ban on commercial production of Bt
brinjal. With the Environment
Ministermore inclined towards the call
for a prohibition on Bt brinjal, Sibal had
then taken a shot at Ramesh by saying
one should have faith in science anc{slgi-
entific methods.

HRD Ministry officials attributed
the lack of spending on education to

LR

know about it.
knows better

ah b g gl
Ve AN
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H

Indian educational institutions lagging
behind. The country spends just
3.1 per cent of GDP on education, while
many developed countties spend 9 to
10 per cent of GDP on education, offi-
ciaE, added.

Moreover, funds and grants given
for research and facilities made avail-
able are also totally inadequate.

The salary being offered to univer-
sity teachers and professors was not
competitive as compared to the salaries
of IIM and IIT graduates, All these
make teaching not a very attractive
proposition, they pointed out,

. Convention on Biological Diversity
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staff not world-class’

institutions, will be run the
way CSIR laboratories are
run.” He said these institu-
tions are not been able to
retain young people an‘Ei
have a “sad state of affairs.
On the issue of IITs and
IIMs, he said “There is hard-
ly any worthwhile research
from our IITs. The faculty in
the IIT is not world class, It
is the students in IITs who
are world class, So the IITs
and IIMs are exqellent
because of the quality of
students not because of
quality of research or facul-

ty-’ 1

ty of liTs, lIMs

Jairam prefers
Hyderabad to
Capital for
conference

New Delhi: Going by Environment
Minister Jairam Ramesh, it’s
Hyderabad and not the national
capital which has more world

. class facilities.

Announcing that India would
be hosting the eleventh Conference
of the Parties (CoP-11) to the
Convention on Biological Diversity .
(CBD), Ramesh saidg, “Hyderabad
and not New Delhi has more of
world class facilities to organise the
show, schéduled from October |-
19, 2012”7 He clarified that the
choice has nothing to do with his
Tepresentation of the State in the
Rajya Sabha.

He was addressing the
Stakeholders’ Consultation on the

on Monday. Stressing on certain
major themes that need to be
wotked upon prior to the event, he
pointed to the need for partnershi

with the corporate houses and felt
water management and promo-

. tion of marine biodiversity can be

major areas of cooperation,
Pioneer News Service



Economic Times ND 24/05/2011 P-6

Ramesh Slams
Faculty Quality
at 11 Ts & IIMs

COURTING CONTROVERSY: Jalram Ramesh

OUR POLITICALBUREAU

NEW DELH1 | AHMEDABAD

IITs AND IIMs became the target of the latest salvo from
Union environment minister Jairam Ramesh when he
said the public institutions were bereft of quality faculty.
Theminister told mediapersons in New Delhi on Monday
that the institutions drew their world-class stature from
thequality of students who got admitted to them.

An IIT alumni, Ramesh said that the elite schools were
excellent on account of the quality of its students and not
the quality of research or faculty. “There is hardly any
worthwhile research from our IITs. The faculty in ITT is
not world class. It is the students in IITs who are world
class. So the IITs and IIMs are excellent because of the
quality of students not because of quality of research or
faculty,” Ramesh said.

The minister’s comments comes at a time when the hu-
manresource development ministryis grappling with the
issue of improvingresearch output and faculty quality of
theIITs. Earlier in this month, a HRD ministry appointed
committee headed by IIT Bombay chairman and former
Atomic Energy Commission chairman Anil Kakodkar
recommended a slew of measures to improve research
quality as well as faculty strength and quality in the ITTs.

Ramesh’s comment about the state of research in the
IITs came in the context of questions about his mwinistry's
decision toenter into a joint venture with Reliance Tndus- )
tries Limited for setting up the National Centre for Ma-~
rineBiodiversity in Jamnagar. Ramesh defended hisdeci-
sion to reach out to a corporate entity saying that a
world-class research centre cannot be built in a “govern-
mental set-up”. The director of Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Ahmedabad, Samir Barua, partly agreed with
Ramesh’s views, but said the faculty was overburdened
with teaching work to focus on research. “There is no
doubt that the quantum of research done by the top engi-
neering and inanagement schools inIndia isnot adequate
when compared to the best institutions overseas. Howev-
er, instituteslike ITM-A have been dealing with shortage of
faculty for quite some time and due to this, research has
taken a back-seat, compared toteaching,” Baruasaid.

Hindustan Times ND 24/05/2011 P-10

'‘PLAINSPEAK

Numbers back
Ramesh remark

on lITs, [IMs

THE BEST? Minister had said there’s
hardly any worthwhile research in IITs

Charu Sudan Kasturl and
Chetan Chachan

® chary kastwi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Environment minis-
ter Jairam Ramesh on Monday
rubbished the quality of
research at the government’s
own Indian Institutes of
Technology and the Indian
Institutes of Management, set-
ting off muted protests from the
premier institutions,

But independent analysis by
researchers of the quality and
quantity of research at the ITTs,
1IMs and other top Indian insti-
tutions suggests that while they
may be improving, they indeed
remain behind China and the
developed world. .

“There is hardly any worth-
while research from our IITs.
The faculty in the IIT is not
world class, It is the students in
IITs who are world class,”
Ramesh, an [IT Bombay alum-
nus, said on the sidelines of a
function today, “The ITTs and
IIMs are excellent because of
the quality of students not
because of quality of research
or faculty,” he repeated.

Many IIT and IIM directors
rejected Ramesh’s assertion,
though they were unwilling to
speak publicly against the min-
ister. “His claim is not just
untrue but is unnecessary. The
task of the government and its
ministers should be to encour-
age scientists and researchers,
not discourage them like this,”
anIIT Director said. “I wonder
what the basis for his claim is,”
an [IM Director questioned.

But independent researchers
have found that while these are
indeed the country’s top schools,
their research lags behind glob-
al standards. While questions
have in recent years been raised
about the quality of some of
China’s research too, the quan-
tity of its research covers up for
some substandard quality.

The five oldest IITs have the
highest average citations for
published research papers after
the Indian Institute of Science,
among Indian science and tech-

_FACTS INFIGURES .,

» Jairam Ramesh at &
functlon in New Delhl on
Monday. PTI PHOTD

= Each IIT faculty member on
an average publishes 1
research paper a year,as
compared with 6 per faculty
member at MIT

» Number of PhDs produced
by ITs a year is about 1/7th of
top Chinesa institutions

s Like the iTs, HMs to at top
of research in their field in
India. But total papers pub-
lished in business, manage-
ment and aZcounting between
1996-2007 was 5,590 in
India, as opposed to 15,404
in China.

nology institutions, according
to analysis by researchers Gan-
gan Prathap and BM Gupta in
2009,

But all the IITs together pro-
duce about a 1,000 PhDs a year,
as compared with 7000 at top
Chinese institutions, according
to the government's own blue-
print for the future of the IITs,
prepared by a team under
nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar
The IIMs are once again at the
top of the pile among Indian B-
schools in terms of research
output. But their contribution
is 50 small in global terms that
India ranks 15 in total social sci-
ence research output.
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ITT, IIM faculty
not world class,

says Ramesh

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The outspoken
environment minister Jai-
ram Ramesh kicked up yetan-
other controversy rubbish-
ing the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) and Indian
Institutes of Management
(IIMs) on Monday at a public
event in Delhi,

“There is hardly any
worthwhile research from
ourIITs. Thefaculty intheIT
is not world class. It is the stu-
dents in IITs who are world
class. Sothe TTs and IIMs are
excellent because of the qual-
ity of students not because of
quality of research or facul-
ty,” Ramesh told reporters on
the sidelines of afunction.

The reaction came when
reporters asked Ramesh why
the National Centre for Ma-
rine Biodiversity at Jamna-
gar was being set up as ajoint
venture with Reliance Indus-
tries Limited (RIL). He said
the decision was taken as a
world class research centre
cannot be built in a “govern-
mental set up” and can never
attract young people. Asked
whether there was any con-
flict of interest in collaborat-
ing with Reliance, the minis-
ter said, “Life is one large
conflictof interest.”

Rameshis anIIT graduate
himself. His comments
struck as odd because he has
commissioned studies to IIT
Delhi for the reforms he is
making in environmental
clearance mechanism within
theenvironment ministry.

HRD sources expressed
surprise at the comment, A
top source said, “It’s unbe-
coming on part of a Union

» O TE S |

e &L

i

4 The faculty in

= "ithellTisnot
< . v world class. It

isthe studentsin ="
ITs who are world .
class.Sothelitls
and1IMs are excel-
lent because of the
quality of students -
not because of
quality of research

or faculty

Jalram Ramesh

minister to publically criti-
ciseinstitutions underanoth-
er ministry” One official
said, “Environment ministry
itself has commissioned
these premier institutions to
undertake many studies.”
Ministry sources also said
there is a constant endeavour
to improve and therefore a
number of committees have
been set up for IITs/IIMs to
prepare them for fresh chal-
lenges and rectify their work-
ing, be it quality of faculty, re-
search or students. The Anil
Kakodkar committee has giv-
en a report on reforms in IIT
system while a series of com-
mittees looked into the work-
ing of IIMs. Even reforms in
JEE have been brought in to
suit withthe changingtimes,
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Jairam: IIT,
IIM students
world class,

not faculty

‘Little scope for cutting edge
scientific research in govt set-up’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 23

ment Minister Jairam Ramesh on Monday said there was

little possibility of cutting edge scientific research happen-
ingin a government set-up and that institutions like the IMTs or -
IIMswere doing well not because of their quality of research or
faculty, but because of the quality of the students.

Ramesh was an-
swering questions af-
ter unveiling plans to
set up a National Cen-
tre for Marine Biodi-
versity in Jamnagar in
Gujarat in partnership
with Reliance Indus-
tries which operates
the world’s largest oil
refinery in that place.

“There is little
scope for world class
research in the kind of
government set-up we
have in our scientific
institutions,” he said
while explaining why
he felt the need to collaborate with a private industry for set-
ting up the marine biodiversity centre in Jamnagar.

Asked whether his statement held true in the case of IITs
and ITMs as well, Ramesh replied in the affirmative. “There is
hardly any research happening in IITs or IIMs. The faculty
in these institutes are not world class. It is the students which
are setting the high standards in these institutes,” he said.

“Itis difficult to attract good talent in a governmental set-
up. It is even more difficult to retain such talents if you manage
toattract them. This is true of the CSIR laboratories as well,”
he said.

All the leading research institutions in India, whether in
pure sciences or social sciences, are in the government do-
main,

I NREMARKS that could kick up a fresh debate, Environ-

Ramesh at the launch of 'UN

Pecade on Biodiversity’ in
New Delhi on Monday. PTH
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Tech loss: Computers
making kids weaker

London: Computers may have be-
come anecessity fortoday’skids,buta
study says that the machines are pro-
ducing a “generation of weaklings”
as children swap out-

The Essex University study, based
on a survey, also found that as chil-
dren followed fewer traditional activ-
ities, such astree-climbing, their arm

door play for comput- og0
er games and surfing __W;RED GENERATION

the internet.

The study of 10-year-olds found
that the number of sit-ups they could
do dropped nearly 80% -betweert 1998 ;
and 2008. And, while only one in 20

Kkids failed to hold their own weight

hanging on wall bars in 1998, the num,
ber doubled to one in ten by 2008.

strength dropped
and

their grip 7%, the
Sunreported.

Children’s fitness expert Gavin
Sandercock, who led the study, was
quoted by the daily as saying, “Typi-
cally, these traditional activities
boosted children’s strength, making
them able to lift and hold their own
weight,” e
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Moumita Bakshi Chatterjee
Mumbai/New Delhi, May 23
Are six lakh fresh engi-
neers passing out this year

better prepared for employ- -
ment in the Indian IT indus-

try than the batches of the last
few years? Bellwethers Info-
sys and Cognizant — who to-
gether employ over 2.3 lakh
workers globally — say 4ob
readiness’ of engineering
graduates has definitely im-
proved. However, this is

more visible among students -

passing out of engineering
colleges that have actively
collaborated with software
companies on the curriculum
front. - .

- “Today IT companies are
doing high levels of invest-
ment in fresh graduates even
before they join the rolls...and
hence, if one out of 10 fresh
recruits were ‘industry ready’
earlier, then the number is
more like about three out of
ten now”, said Mr Lakshmi
Narayanan, Vice-Chairman
of Nasdaq-listed Cognizant
Technelogy Solutions. Since
the IT industry operates a
model where every manpow-
er resource brings in addi-
tional revenues, software

Business Line ND. 24.05.11 P-8

Job readiness of engineering
graduates has improved’

Education-software sector collaboration on curriculum paying off, say tech biggies

companies comb campuses
each year in search of fresher
hiring. And they recruit in
large numbers. Infosys, for

.instance, has made 26,000 of-

fers in campuses for fiscal
2012 alone.

In the last one year, Infosys
has conducted around’ 600
programmes (with technical
colleges) such as guest lec-
tures, technical training pro-
grammes, . workshops and
company visits with more

than 100 colleges that it

recruits from, said Ms Nandi-
ta Gurjar, HR head of Infosys
Technologies. .

“As part of our ‘Campus
Connect’ programme, Infosys
also provides assistance to
faculty in order to introduce
industry-oriented  courses.
Students who go through our
programmes are ahead of the
curve as they acquire a good
understanding of the skillsets
required in the IT industry”,
added Ms Gurjar.

Mr Ganesh Natarajan,
Chief Executive Officer and
Vice Chairman of Zensar
Technologies, believes stu-
dents from ‘industry-ready’
institutions can become bil-
lable faster and need not sit
through the entire duration

of the three-month training,
“We have had several stu-
dents who have been put on
software projects after just
three weeks of training be-
cause they already had signif-
fcant exposure from the

educational institution it-
self,” said Mr Natarajan, add-
ing that his company has
formed collaborations with
about 15 colleges across the
country.

POCKETS OF GOOD WORK

But while corporates are do-
ing their bit in building skill-
sets for the future, several in-
dustry officials, especially
from smaller companies, rue
that the improvement is not
across the board. Nasscom
estimates that 25 per cent of

"overall graduates are employ-
able in the IT-BPO sector. .

The sector is investing $1.4
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P In the last one year, Infosys has
conducted around 600 programmes
such as guest lectures, technical
training programmes, workshops and
company visits with more than 100
‘colleges that it recruits from.

billion to convert ‘trainable .

talent’ to becoming ‘industry
ready’.

“There are pockets of good
work done, but overall there
has been little progress on em-
ployability front,” Mr Jaswin-
der Ahuja, Managing Director
of Cadence Design Systems
pointed out.

Cadence inducts interns
from nearly half a dozen engi-
neering institutes and after
their six-month stint, assesses
their performance to decide
whether a candidate should
be converted into a regular
employee, ‘

- According to’ Nasscom
President, Mr Som Mittal,
while the quality of enrolment
at engineering colleges is
good, it is the lack of faculty
and old curriculum {due to the
rapid technological changes)
that pose a challenge. :

“Our indbstry will have to
pick up the best and the
brightest, and train them. But
to say that we are short of
resources is wrong, given the
large output from engineer-
ing colleges. Yes, the quality
can be improved in coming
years through steps like in-
cluding foundation skills as
part of curriculum, creation
of 3-9 months specialisation .
programmes, and early expo-
sure to industry domains,” Mr
Mittal said.

Mr Vishnu Dusad, CEQ of
Nucleus Software, feels that
colleges are still unable to at-
tract quality faculty because -
of their unwillingness to offer
attractive remunerations. Mr
Dusad laments that “even
summer internships are not
taken too seriously, either by
students or by companies in
many cases”,
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